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National Winners 

Spelthorne Council’s work supporting the Borough’s businesses was honoured at the Federation of 
Small Businesses (FSB) Local Government Awards in October 2022.

Awarded All-England winner of the Future Ready category (support and enable businesses to be 
prepared for the changing business landscape to mitigate challenges or exploit opportunities in the 
future.)

South East Regional winner of  the Future Ready category.

South East Regional winner of the All Round Small Business Friendly category (projects which have 
positively succeeded in supporting and developing the local small business community.)

Ray Abrahams, Development Manager for the FSB in Surrey, said: “I’d like to congratulate Spelthorne on
being named the All-England winner in the Future-Ready category and the Southeast regional winner in the
All-Round business support category at the FSB Awards, as well as being shortlisted in the Covid support &
Recovery and Programme of Business Support categories. The team at Spelthorne have worked incredibly
hard over the past 12 months to support local businesses and can take pride in their efforts in the
knowledge that their work is recognised alongside the best in the country. I look forward to seeing the next
steps they take in supporting businesses.”
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Economic Prosperity Strategy

2023 - 2028

Four ‘theme’ areas emerge from the Council’s assessment of the 
economy and the ‘actions’ under each ‘theme’ will help to implement 
the ‘vision’.  The ‘themes’ are: -

• Growth & Competitiveness - Spelthorne to become a stronger economy through a 

range of initiatives including access to training and business coaching

• People - More quality jobs and greater earning power as well as enhanced access to skills 

via the Apprenticeship Levy gifted to small businesses.

• Infrastructure & Places - To complete and deliver the Local Plan and Staines 

Development Framework to make best use of our assets including Bridge Street carpark, 
Thameside House and Ashford multistorey carpark.

• Supporting Business - To provide one of the best mechanisms of business support in 

Surrey via the Economic Development Team and the best place to start and grow a business



Business Support & Services 

• Website Provision
• Networking Events
• Business Skills workshops
• Jobs Fairs 
• Chose Spelthorne Website
• Visitor Economy Forum
• Business Costs Reduction Clinics
• Buy Local campaign
• Support Business Improvement District
• Key Account Management
• Town map / info totem poles
• Apprentice Levy Gifting Scheme

• Spelthorne Business Hub / Incubator
• Spelthorne Jobs& Skills Hub 
• Spelthorne Business Awards 
• Spelthorne Business Forum
• Spelthorne Business Plan Competition
• Town Centre Manager  
• 121 Business Coaching 
• Digital Media Training
• FSB Membership 
• Startup Club
• Start your business in Spelthorne book



Spelthorne Business Forum 
Driving Membership and Community:  
Local business owners possess an unparalleled understanding of the unique challenges and 
opportunities within their geographic areas. 
Engaging with SBF allows them to harness this knowledge and influence others to join the 
community. By actively participating in SBF events, sharing success stories, and showcasing the 
tangible benefits of membership, these business owners become ambassadors who attract fellow 
entrepreneurs seeking to grow their businesses. 
Their engagement instils a sense of unity and camaraderie, transforming SBF into a vibrant hub 
where local businesses can thrive collectively.
With over 900 members, the SBF is the largest local collective business voice in Surrey with 
members from business of all sizes and sectors.



Spelthorne Business Hub

The first ever Business Incubator in Spelthorne formally opened 11 June 2021 by Kwasi 
Kwarteng MP. 
The Incubator, to be known as the Spelthorne Business Hub is run in partnership with by 

CoTribe CIC Ltd and provides a co-working environment for start-up companies, young 
entrepreneurs, and businesses, alongside an exciting programme of business support. 
Located in offices owned by Spelthorne Council on Hanworth Road, Sunbury-on-Thames this 
site benefits from the excellent transport links that connect the Borough to London, the 
South East and beyond.
The Spelthorne Business Hub provides a creative base for entrepreneurs to develop their 

ideas and grow their businesses and -offer a vibrant environment for businesses to turn an 
innovative spark into a strong commercial enterprise. 
We also deliver a wide range of workshops, seminars, and events for the wider Spelthorne 

business community to take advantage of. When a business develops and outgrows the 
Incubator, they will then be supported in finding their next business location within the 
Borough.



Spelthorne Business Awards 
The Spelthorne Business Awards are made up of 17

categories spanning a range of industries and

business sectors with one overall winner crowned

Spelthorne Best Business of The Year.

The Spelthorne Business Awards is a fantastic

opportunity to celebrate the very best and brightest

businesses in Spelthorne and there is a category for

every business, no matter how big or small, how new

or old, a one man band or business with 50 plus

employees!

Entries are open until September and culminates in a

special black tie awards ceremony on Friday 24

November 2023 at the Hazelwood Centre/London

Irish in Sunbury where the winners will be

announced.

This prestigious event is a fantastic opportunity to

celebrate business successes after a few incredibly

hard years. Previous finalists have experienced a

boost in brand awareness as well as increased

credibility in the marketplace.



Spelthorne Business Plan Competition 
The Spelthorne Business Plan Competition 

represents a search for the local business 

entrepreneurs of tomorrow. Participants are 

asked to think of a business idea and answer our 

online question form. The six best entries will 

then create a business plan to present to a panel 

of expert judges at a 'Dragon's Den' style final 

hosted at a venue in Spelthorne to be 

announced.

Prizes

The winner will receive £3,500 deposited into a 

business bank account, and a package of 

mentoring and support to help them bring their 

business ideas to life. They will also receive free 

website and logo design. Runners up will receive 

£1,000. Third placed will receive £200.



Spelthorne Jobs & Skills Hub 

SPELTHORNE JOBS & 
SKILLS HUB 

PROJECT PLAN 

BY TRACEY CARTER 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
SPELTHORNE BOROUGH COUNCIL
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As a result of the successful pilot Youth Hub scheme, the 
Spelthorne Jobs & Skills Hub has launched in January 2023 
as a service dedicated to all Spelthorne residents to 
support them in finding suitable work, training or 
education.

No matter what age you are or what stage you are at in life 
you can visit the hub to receive support and guidance to 
help you tackle challenges and barriers as well as gain 
confidence and skills to help you move forward with your 
work or education goals.



https://choosespelthorne.com/

Choose Spelthorne 

Website 
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